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Basics on EU Cohesion Policy
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Why an EU Cohesion Policy?

-

GDP per person Luxemburg Bulgaria 5 7+
(% average EU  -28) 266% 47% ’
Employment rate Sweden Greece 15
(%, ages 20  -64) 79,8% 53,2% '

Cohesion Policy aims to reduce disparities between EU regions in
order to achieve balanced economic, social & territorial development.

* In the United States, the difference is only 2,5 and in Japan 2
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Cohesion Policy finds its origins on the Treaty of Rome

A Preamble to the Treaty of Rome (1957): necessity "to strengthen the
unity of their economies and to ensure their harmonious development
by reducing the differences existing between the various regions
and the backwardness of the less favoured regions".

A Article 174 Treaty of Lisbon (2010) :"Inorderto  promote its overall
harmonious development, the Union shall develop and pursue its actions
leading to the  strengthening of its economic, social and territorial

cohesion . In particular, the Union shallaimat  reducing disparities
between the levels of development of the various regions and
the backwardness of the least favoured regions".




What is a region?

A Eurostat has developed a classification of territorial units
for statistics (NUTS).

A Cohesion policy takes into account the NUTS 2 regions which
include from 800.000 to 3.000.000 inhabitants

A Currently 274 NUTS 2 regions in the EU.
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EU Cohesion Policy 2014 -2020: 1/3 of the EU budget

The reforms agreed for the 2014 -2020
period are designedto maximise the
impact of the available EU funding . GROWTH

OVERALL EU 2014-2020 BUDGET _/

€1082 billion

67.5% 32.5%
Other EU policies
agriculture
gfe;?e;r;;'; €351.8 billion
etc.

€730.2 billion




Cohesion Policy delivers the Europe 2020 strategy

A Launched in March 2010: Follow -up to the Lisbon Agenda
(2000 and 2005)

AA strategy from the European Commi SS
sustainable and inclusive growtho ov

A Smart agenda: innovation; education; digital society
A Sustainability agenda: climate, energy, and mobility

A Inclusive agenda: employment and skills; fighting povert y
and social exclusion
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3 funds to invest in growth and jobs

COHESION POLICY FUNDING

DELIVERED
THROUGH
3 FUNDS

1 : |
\l\‘ul‘ﬂi lui

EUROPEAN
REGIONAL EUS%%TELAN COHESION
DEVELOPMENT FUND FUND
FUND

(351.8bn EXPECTED PUBLIC & LIKELY IMPACT OF
COHESION POLICY ' PRIVATE NATIONAL COHESION POLICY
FUNDING CONTRIBUTIONS 0u500bn +




ALL EU REGIONS BENEFIT

€182 billion

for less developed regions
GDP < 75 % of EU-27 average
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2940 for more developed regions
GDP > 90 % of EU-27 average
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Cohesion Policy Funding 2014 -2020 ( 1 351.8 bn)

€182.2bn

Less developed regions

€35.4bn

Transition regions

€54.3bn

More developed regions

€10.2bn

European territorial cooperation

€0.4bn

Urban innovative actions

€3.2bn

Youth employment initiative (top-up)

€63.3bn

Cohesion fund

€1.6bn

Specific allocation for outermost and
sparsely populated regions

€1.2bn

Technical assistance






